
 

 

          
Balcones Village / Spicewood Homeowners Association – P. O. Box 202107 – Austin, TX 78720-2107 

 
 
September 20, 2011 
 
 
 
Dear Homeowners, 
 
The Balcones Country Club (BCC) recently announced that the Spicewood golf course was 
closed on September 16 for an indefinite period. THIS IS A COMMUNITY PROBLEM, not a 
country club problem. 
 
This is very bad news for all of us. The golf courses are a major amenity of our neighborhood. 
Imagine what Balcones Village and Spicewood will look like with an unkept, overgrown green 
belt. Imagine the BCC club house boarded up. Imagine apartments or condos in your back yard. 
Those things may happen if the country club goes out of business.   
 
We have heard this story before, and the Club has always survived.  However, closing the 
Spicewood golf course is a sign that this time they could really fail.   
 
In 2009 the BCC survived by leasing the club to Arnold Palmer Golf Management.  At first 
membership rose, but since May of this year it has declined swiftly.  The cause has been a 
perfect storm of extreme heat, drought, lack of water, the economic recession, and lack of 
commitment on the part of newer members who do not live in our neighborhood.  Many of the 
newer members joined the BCC because it was a bargain.  But when the golf courses went into 
drought decline, they simple dropped their membership.  They were not committed to this 
neighborhood because they don’t own property here. 
 
We live in this neighborhood.  If it is to remain the beautiful golf course community we have 
enjoyed for years, we, as a community, must save it.  Our HOA dues do not pay for any upkeep 
of common areas, and membership is voluntary.  Other upscale neighborhoods have mandatory 
HOA fees of $100-$150 per month and more. Their money goes to the upkeep of the common 
areas and club facilities. Our common areas are the golf courses. For years we have depended on 
the BCC to maintain these common areas at no cost to the HOA.   
 
What could replace the golf courses if they are closed permanently?    If the country club fails, 
the golf courses could be replaced by single family homes, condos, apartments, or commercial 



 

 

development.  Each of these will bring additional traffic and a marked increase in school 
enrollment. Any of these alternatives could adversely affect our property values.  Therefore, the 
HOA board believes that it is now time for HOA members to consider joining the country club. 
 
In the next few weeks you will be asked to attend a small group meeting to hear about these 
community problems.  Please attend and listen to what they have to say.  The beauty of our 
neighborhood can be preserved, but it must be done by the people who live here.  The BCC has 
wonderful things to offer even if you don’t play golf or tennis.  The clubhouse needs a lot of 
improvements, but it is still an important community center.  If the membership increases it can 
be improved.  The golf courses are our green belts.  They can be preserved if the BCC 
membership increases.  It is up to us, the homeowners. 
 
The BCC offers both full golf memberships and social memberships.  The social memberships 
cost $100 per month.  The full golf membership costs $265 per month.  These are small costs to 
pay to preserve the beauty of our neighborhood and our property values.  In fact, several of the 
HOA board members have recently joined the BCC to help solve this problem.  We encourage 
you to consider joining the BCC too in the next few weeks.  For more information about BCC 
membership please calls Cynthia Geisler, the club Membership Director, at (512) 258-1621 
extension 224. 
 
Sincerely, 
Board of Directors 
Balcones Village/Spicewood 
Homeowners Association 
 
 
________________________ 
Pat Zigrossi, President 
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Jerry Lozano, Vice President 
 
 
___________________________ 
Suzie LaPlant, Secretary 
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Claudine Paccio, Treasurer 
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Doug Bell, Architectural Control Chair 
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Vikki Jacobi 
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Charlie DeWeese 
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Sue Schupbach 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Diana Bell

 


