





Golf clubs have been slow to react to changing demographics, lifestyles and economics. We have
seen the golf demographic shift with fewer youngsters taking up the game and many middle-
aged golfers, worried about their jobs, giving it up.

With golf taking so long to play and kids demanding instant electronic gratification, there has
also been a participation shift to high adrenaline adventure sports including kite surfing, skiing,
running and the gym. Can we compete?

When kids are not welcome on the course, told how to dress and restricted in their playing times,
there is little chance to bring growth to the grass roots.

Golf is hard — we have failed to dispel the myth that it is a bunch of old men playing an

When combined with a difficult borrowing climate and nervous investors, commercial clubs
have been forced to sell clubs while many members’ clubs have been trying to cut budgets to
survive.

Despite the combined wisdom of numerous consultants, few clubs have managed to create
sensible and absolutely necessary business plans. For some obscure reason, our private club
history seems to have created a climate where all sound business principles are avoided or
abandoned.

It seems that those of the business fraternity surrender their commercial skills when driving into
the golf club’s entrance and instead are transformed into expert green keepers, club managers
and golf teachers. They are able to complain about anything and everything but yet find it
difficult to contribute to sound business planning for their clubs!

We also have to ask whether the governing bodies have managed the game well. It is
incomprehensible that spectators will pay £100 to see a game of football which lasts a couple of
hours when for a fraction of the price they can participate in the greatest game known to man.

We have to ask how the football authorities manage to bring the sport to millions every day on
television and the internet and yet we have very little golf in the general media.

Where is the plan for the future of the game? Despite many different strategies and initiatives,
somehow the industry in its disparate organizations cannot seem to crack the media barrier
(unless Tiger Woods is caught doing something naughty!)

When the game joined the list of Olympic sports it seemed logical that the event could form the
basis of a major sales and marketing initiative to bring the sport to the public eye but alas it
disappeared into oblivion.

But all is not lost — many of the pundits believe that we can see decent signs of recovery in the
next two years. ***
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THE BANKRUPT GOLF COURSE OWNER RELIEF ACT
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Let's take a closer look at the RELIEF ACT FOR BANKRUPT GOLF
CURSE OWNERS. Remember there is something good for everybody in
-- except for associations and owners.

panKkrupt goir CoOurses nave a way to aump wneir mess on
unsuspecting naive homeowners, making their homes collateral for
all unpaid bills created by a golf course, where the cost of
maintenance is a lot higher than the income.

Over the years many court battles have been fought over this issue. Golf
courses were a great attraction -- many years back. Potential buyers --
retirees from up North -- were thrilled with the idea of living next to a golif
course and they paid extra for that "privilege.”

But times are changing and golf is no longer the favorite of the few
people who still find their way South to Florida. Actuallv. aolf courses
have turned into serious financial liabilities. [ See:

Communities which own golf courses suddenly faced the fact that
fewer owners played golf and fewer owners paid for golf club
memberships, which made the associations’ ownership of a golf
course a losing proposition. That caused legal wars between the
golf players and the non-golf players in these communities. The golf
players realized that it would be too expensive for them to pay for
the upkeep of the golf course alone. So they looked for others to pay
for their entertainment -- and making golf club membership mandatory
was the name of the newest game. But it didn't work out too well for the
PP N - NG | FQuay Iy D PSS e -y P A ST R [ Courts held —
rigntruily so -- tnat tnese OWners were Iurea Into tnese communities with
the written promises that membaershin in the aolf club is voluntarv! [ See:




In other communities the developers didn't make the golf club part of the
association, hoping that the golf course would turn into a very profitable
business for them. When the market turned sour, developers realized that

were misleading the owners with false information about purchase
financing, failing to disclose that thev were desperate enouah to finance
the purchase themselves. [ See:

That didn't sit well with The Powers That Be in Tallahassee.Meetings
were held in the members' only Governor's Club, headquarters of
Florida's developer lobbyists. How can we change the law to prevent
"overeager" judges from spoiling the deal? Nothing is impossible in
Tallahassee when it comes to payback for the favors owed to special
interest! With the help of Peter Dunbar from the law firm Pennington,
Moore, Wilkinson, Bell & Dunbar (See article above) and House
Representative Maria Sachs, wife of Peter Sachs from the law Sachs Sax
Caplan, the law firm that made lots of monev with enticina boards to fight
mandatorv aolf course membership battles

was born.

Who cares if more gullible elderly homeowners are driven into
bankruptcy or are losing their homes, as long as the Tallahassee
power players are protected? Tallahassee sees homeowners and
condo owners living in community associations as nothing but cash cows
for their profits! And exactly that caused the downfall of the real estate
market in Florida. Retirees who are reading these horror stories — or
those who talk to former neighbors that moved to Florida only to get
fleeced -- will do everything except move to Florida. Who wants to be
the next victim of unscrupulous power-players who are always in
the market for new retirees they can relieve of their life-savings?
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WHY SHOULD OTHERS PAY FOR GOLF PLAYERS’ ENTERTAINMENT?

By Jan Bergemann









