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Introduction

Sierra Vista Park, a 206 acre property located in northwest Reno, Nevada, is starting the transformation 

from its previous life as an 18-hole public golf course into a regional park and open space jewel.  This 

document provides the vision and direction for this transformation, and illustrates ideas for restoration and 

redevelopment of the site consistent with open space and recreational uses, as well as revenue generation 

ideas to support some of the Park’s operation and maintenance expenses.

Vision & Goals

Sierra Vista Park is northwest Reno’s community 
hub for enjoying natural open space, trails, and 
outdoor education in the shadow of Peavine 
Mountain. 

1. Create a sustainable restoration plan to 
restore and conserve sensitive lands for 
wildlife, natural drainage ways, and manage 
the natural resources.

2. Designate and construct a non-motorized 
trails network for pedestrians, runners, 
hikers, and bicyclists, including trailheads and 
connections to surrounding trail systems and 
Peavine Mountain Open Space.

3. Repurpose the former golf course clubhouse 
and supporting amenities into a recreational, 
community center and/or commercial space 
which complements the surrounding parkland 
and open space.

4. Provide active and passive outdoor 
recreation opportunities which utilize and 
complement the unique character of the 
landscape and topography.

5. Develop educational opportunities, such as 
interpretive sites, outdoor classrooms, and 
programming.

6. Create a buffer zone for adjacent residents for 
defensible space.

7. Provide sustainable maintenance plan 
emphasizing public/private sponsorships.

8. Create innovative partnerships for funding 
and stewardship opportunities.

This document is the result of a strong public/private 

partnership of agencies and supporting public 

interests working together to create a new reality 

for Sierra Vista Park.  Staff from the City of Reno and 

Washoe County developed site maps and provided 

resource information for design development.  A 

technical assistance grant from the National Park 

Service’s Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance 

Program provided staff that helped facilitate a 

Technical Advisory Group (comprised of City 

and County staff, community stakeholders, and 

representatives from public and private agencies), 

to develop the guiding Vision and Goals for Sierra 

Vista Park, and to develop and conduct a two day 

design workshop in April, 2014. Volunteer Landscape 

Architects from the Nevada Chapter of the American 

Society of Landscape Architects, members of the 

Technical Advisory Group, and interested citizens 

public parties worked together for the two days and 

developed a wide range of design ideas and concepts 

for park development, resulting in three concept 

plans that were presented at the end of the workshop 

at a public meeting.  These plans were then vetted by 

the Technical Advisory Group, presented to the City of 

Reno Parks and Recreation Board, and subsequently 

shaped into one preferred plan: the Sierra Vista Park 

Concept Plan. 
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History

Sierra Vista Park has a rich history dating back to 1876 when under Ulysses S. Grant the US Patent office 

transferred ownership of the property, which was part of a 9,000 acre parcel on the south side of Peavine 

Mountain, to the Central Railroad Company.  The Railroad (or its successor) subsequently transferred the 

property to Steven and Marcelino Landa, who were traditional Basque sheep farmers. in 1976, Robert 

Beaumont, owner of RJB Development Company and the primary developer for most of what is now known as 

the McQueen area, purchased the property from the Landa brothers. A few name remnants remind us of the 

parcel’s history. Access to the park via Avenue de Landa is named after the early Landa brothers and Beaumont 

Parkway commemorates the developer of the area.

in 1985, RJB deeded the property to Washoe County to develop the Northgate Golf Course, which was 

operated by the Reno-Sparks Convention and Visitors Authority. RSCVA operated the course until 2009. When 

RSCVA closed the golf course, a property deed restriction required that the land revert back to RJB. For the 

next three years, the Reno City Council and a group of surrounding residential propery owners worked to 

persuade RJB development to allow time to raise the funds to purchase the property for use as a park and 

open space in perpetuity. After months of negotiations with the heirs of Mr. Beaumont, the City reached a deal 

to purchase the property for approximately $2.5 million. The City formed a Special Assessment District after 

successful petition by more than two-thirds of the adjacent property owners which generated $1.2 million of 

the funds; Washoe County contributed $400,000 in bond funds from the 2000 voter-approved Washoe County 

Parks Bond and the City contributed the remaining funds from various capital projects funds. On November 

23, 2011, the Reno City Council approved the sale and the property transferred to the City. 

At the time of the concept plan development, the site has gone fallow, native and some invasive species have 

taken over the once manicured golf links, and the clubhouse has been closed and secured. The entrance is 

fenced and locked, and access is limited to informal, non-motorized uses.

“With the leadership of the Reno City Council 

and support of the adjacent neighboring 

residents and Washoe County, the City 

purchased the property and closed escrow on 

the property in November 2011.  The overall 

goal is to preserve it as open space for non-

motorized recreation, viewshed protection, 

and connection to neighborhood trails.”
A view of one of the previous fairways (NorthgateGC.com).
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The Site

Sierra Vista Park is surrounded by residential housing, known as Somersett, Northgate, and Granite Ridge, 

which are newer communities in northwest Reno. Vehicular access to the site is limited to the main entry off 

of Beaumont Parkway, and a few neighborhood trail connections that exist on the southern half of the park. 

Regional bikeways and access to Peavine Mountain and other United States Forest Service (USFS) properties 

link Sierra Vista Park to a regional open space system. One of the key constraints to future park and open space 

improvements is the lack of water rights which were sold when the golf course was decommissioned in 2010. 

The golf course is a ghost of its former self with parched greens, fairways, and tees; crumbling cart paths; 

shuttered clubhouse and outhouses; and, an empty parking lot. invasive species have started to take 

root and the irrigation pond has dried up. The property slopes from north to south with a high point in 

the northwestern corner of 5310’ to a low point in the southeastern corner of 5070’. Grades change quite 

dramatically in many areas resulting in natural drainages and riparian corridors. The most level area is the 

former driving range. 

Sierra Vista Park is a composite of four parcels based on funding used to purchase the property, however, all of 

the property is owned and managed by the City of Reno. Each parcel has certain restrictions resulting from the 

funds used and are listed in the design parameters.

Topography
(lowest point at southern end of site)

A view of what was once the irrigation pond; now it is a dry basin 
for most of the year.



SIERRA VISTA PARK CONCEPT PLAN

4

Special Assessment District (SAD): 100 acres

Parcel 208-610-05, the Special Assessment District, 

was purchased with $1.2 million levied on the 

surrounding property owners after passage of a 

successful petition by over 67% of the affected 

property owners. By State Law, this property is 

deed restricted as parks and open space and may 

contain active or passive recreational features 

consistent with neighborhood parks.

County Park Bond: 33 acres

Parcel 208-610-06 was purchased with Washoe 

County-1 Bond funds from the 2000 Parks Bond 

vote. These funds restrict the property to open 

space and trails.

Park Parcel: 25 acres

Parcel 208-610-08 was purchased by the City 

using Residential Construction Tax funds, which 

restrict the property to neighborhood park use. 

This portion may include the full range of indoor 

and outdoor recreational features allowed in  

neighborhood parks.

City of Reno Remainder Parcel: 48 acres

Parcel 208-610-07 was purchased with non-

restricted City funds and has no deed restrictions. 

it can be used for any purpose consistent with the 

City’s Master Plan for the McQueen neighborhood.
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Site Analysis developed at the design workshop, April 2014.
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Community Engagement

Development of the concept plan for Sierra Vista 

Park has been and is being shaped from input and 

direction by surrounding landowners, a stakeholder 

team, a technical advisory group, City and County 

staff, and interested citizen participants and 

organizations. The City of Reno website hosted a 

Sierra Vista Park site where the Vision, Goals, and 

Design Parameters were displayed, public input 

surveys posted, and maps and plans were presented. 

Two open houses were held on site to present 

information and answer questions and self-guided 

tours were available. in addition, all steps and results 

were presented for review and comment at the public 

meetings of the City of Reno Recreation and Parks 

Commission. 

To facilitate an open, inclusive design process for 

Sierra Vista Park, the City applied and was awarded 

a technical assistance grant from the National Park 

Service Rivers, Trails & Conservation Assistance 

Program (RTCA) to develop and orchestrate a two-

day design workshop in April 2014. Public input to 

solicit city-wide and area residents’ opinions on a 

range of park elements that might be appropriate 

was obtained via the website survey that had over 

700 respondents. Members from the Nevada Chapter 

of the American Society for Landscape Architects 

volunteered their time and talents to the workshop 

and worked with City and County staff, interested 

citizens, and organizations to develop three park 

design alternatives (see appendix). 

The technical advisory group reviewed the three 

alternatives for practicality, cost effectiveness, and 

Snapshots from the Design Workshop where city, county, and 
state officials, ASLA Nevada Chapter members, and concerned 
citizens gathered to discuss the future of the park 
(Reno, April 2014).

suitability and collapsed the three alternatives into 

two concept plans which were presented to the 

Recreation and Parks Commission and attending 

public in June 2014. A motion was made and 

approved to combine the plans into one preferred 

Sierra Vista Park Concept Plan. The plan was presented 

for review and comment to the Reno Access Advisory 

Commission and the two adjacent homeowners’ 

associations.  The RAAC and the Granite Ridge HOA 

unanimously approved the plan.
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Public Survey Results

Total Survey Respondents: 761

What best describes your vision for this new park?
ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Non-motorized trails focusing on beautiful views in natural surroundings with an 
emphasis on habitat restoration

67.81%

Opportunities for active outdoor recreational activities 65.31%

Facilities to support neighborhood and community special events 29.04%

A combination of new residential and/or neighborhood commercial development surrounded 
by park and open space

6.57%

What types of recreational activities are you likely to participate in at this park?
ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Paved walking/bicycling trails 58.01%

Natural surface mountain biking/hiking trails 55.94%

Picnic areas 49.27%

Dog (off-leash Park 37.78%

What would you like to see replace the former clubhouse?
ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Community Events Center 21.23%

Nothing, take it down 15.55%

Learning/Nature Center 14.05%

What are your priorities for the City to allocate funding for improvement projects?
ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Construct a multi-use trails system and related passive recreation features 38.86%

Restore native areas for wildlife, sensitive plants, and watersheds 33.63%

Should the City consider options to sell or lease the middle of the park which 

includes the former clubhouse for compatible residential or commercial 

development, with all or part of the proceeds used to fund the priority park 

improvements on the remainder of the park?
ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

NO 66.41%

YES 33.59%
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Nighttime art walks in sculpture gardens activate the park at night 
and provides different interaction with public art.

Concept Plan

Park development at Sierra Vista Park will be sensitive to site conditions and oriented to retain the natural 

environment at its best. Habitat restoration and native landscaping replace deteriorating golf links and paths.  

A non-motorized, multi-use trail circumnavigates the park, highlighting the extraordinary views of Peavine 

Mountain, northwest Reno, and the Truckee Meadows Basin. Walking loops follow naturalized landscapes and 

provide access to bird watching areas, art and sculpture gardens, and connect park features to the surrounding 

neighborhoods. Selected trails  will be constructed to provide for full access for users with disabilities. Key 

recreational features in the park include an archery range, indoor archery facility, mountain bike trails and 

practice courses, and a small amphitheater.  Additional areas offer opportunities for dog parks, playgrounds, 

sports courts, and new parking spaces.  

Trail System Hierarchy

With the benefit of the undulating topography and 

existing connections to the surrounding community, 

trails at Sierra Vista will be enjoyed by a wide range of 

ages and abilities. integrated into the park are shared 

use paths, art and nature loops, a system of bicycle 

single track trails, and neighborhood connections are 

provided at locations throughout the site.

Shared Use Paths

A new non-motorized shared use path replaces and 

links the previous golf paths and offers over three 

miles of recreation with stunning views, exposure 

to a variety of plants and habitats, and undulating 

topography.  Where geographically possible, this path 

will meet Americans with Disabilities Act guidelines.  

Other ADA paved trails will be located at high use 

areas such as the Community Center, playgrounds, 

new amphitheater and a new roadway connection 

to an upper parking lot linking the lower and upper 

neighborhood parks.  An Art and Nature Loop 

features an outdoor art exhibit and showcases  large 

art pieces that can either be permanent or feature 

seasonal art.  Plein Air painting classes, outdoor art 

classes and interpretive walks can all be enjoyed here.  

Nearby biking trails on Peavine Mountain. (themountainbike.com)

An example of a multi-use path that would replace the existing golf 
cart paths.
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Nature Loop

Wide enough for two people to walk side by side, 

these compacted surface trails can be found 

adjacent to riparian corridors where birdwatching 

and nature viewing may be enjoyed as they weave 

through restored and native plant areas.  Benches 

and overlooks are sited to sit and enjoy nature, 

and features such as bird blinds or roosts offer an 

opportunity to integrate public art.

Single Track Trails

A network of mountain bike trails offer terrain for 

riders of all skill levels, whether they are just learning 

to navigate a trail or looking to ride trails that provide 

greater challenges for more experienced riders. 

The trails are sited to follow contour lines and avoid 

sensitive habitat areas. These trails link to the pump 

course as well as other trails and park amenities.

Neighborhood Connections

Links to existing neighborhood trails provide 

additional pedestrian access to the park.  Most 

of these are located on the southern end of the 

property; however one access point and small parking 

area is proposed on the eastern boundary and would 

provide a trail connection to Somersett East Park.  

An eastern and western connection trail to Peavine 

mountain and other regional bike trails are also 

proposed.  
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Recreational Adventures

A guiding principal for development at Sierra 

Vista Park is to restore and retain a natural setting 

as improvements are added to the site.  Habitat 

restoration and native landscaping will be the 

dominant improvements at the site; however there 

are two areas where recreational opportunities will 

be featured.  One of these is around the existing 

clubhouse to take advantage of the previously 

disturbed landscape and flat topography. The other 

area is located in the northeast area of the Park in 

another relatively level area.

Clustered around the existing clubhouse are several 

exciting and potential revenue-generating features.  

These include an archery range, a group events 

area, a small-scale amphitheater, and an area for 

neighborhood park amenities.

Archery Range

Sited on the previous driving range and nestled 

against a sloping hillside, this public range will have 

practice targets ranging from 10 to 70 yards.  ideally a 

private concessionaire partner will manage the range 

and provide lessons, equipment and maintenance 

and share revenue with the City.  When not in use, the 

range can be enjoyed as an open meadow for kite 

flying or a snow sledding area in the winter.

Amphitheater

Taking advantage of the beautiful view of downtown 

Reno, an amphitheater suitable for approximately 

100 attendees is sited near the existing parking 

lot,  naturally fitting in the gentle sloping terrain, 

Potential grouping of recreational  activities near the clubhouse.

The amphitheater can act as an area for outdoor education and 
other public events.
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and is better protected from the wind.  Outdoor 

learning classes can gather here, or it can function as 

a performance venue to entertain small gatherings. 

This area is also conducive for revenue generating 

potential - whether as a wedding venue or special 

event rental area.

Group Events

Adjacent to the new Community Center is an area that 

can be used as overflow area for events, a temporary 

outdoor staging area for competitions, a place for 

food trucks to operate, or a place to hold special 

events or gatherings.  Grasscrete© or some other 

pervious system could be installed so that the area 

looks finished while providing structure and stability 

for higher use activities. 

Neighborhood Park 

Amenities may include a series of playground 

areas and amenities that are age and sport specific, 

volleyball and multi purpose courts, dog parks, picnic 

areas, and other such uses that are consistent with 

neighborhood park planning.

The other area for recreational features requires a new 

road connection and parking area for approximately 

50 cars.  This new park access road also serves as 

a connecting pedestrian/ADA trail, and a small 

pedestrian bridge over a small ravine offers an 

opportunity to integrate pubic art in its construction. 

Sited in this area are mountain bike trails, a series of 

pump courses, and neighborhood park amenities. 

An existing neighborhood park in the City of Reno. 
(renotahoe.about.com)

Wedding venues at Sierra Vista Park can bring in revenue.

Volleyball is one of the sports that can be featured in the 
neighborhood park area.
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Pump Courses

These fun mountain bike terrain parks are a 

combination of berms, rollers, small jumps, and cross-

overs that can be laid out in a way that a user can 

“pump” around it through generating momentum 

and flowing without much need for pedaling. These 

courses are great for younger or less experienced 

riders to learn bicycle handling techniques. These 

courses offer opportunities for local and regional 

competitions to be held at the site sponsored and 

maintained by a local special interest organization.

Neighborhood Park 

Amenities are consistent with standards for 

neighborhood parks.  Restrooms and a 50 spot 

parking lot complement park improvements.  This is 

also an area for event overflow.

Built Features

Based on the public input, the stakeholder feedback, 

and natural topographic site constraints, the addition 

of structures or buildings should be compatible with 

the plan’s vision and goals.  Small structures like 

picnic areas and the new parking lot may require 

a restroom facility, but those will be determined in 

response to future demand.  For now, the two existing 

buildings, the clubhouse and maintenance shed, are 

recommended to be renovated as potential revenue 

generating facilities for community recreation, a 

concessionaire location, and/or special events venue. 

Section of a group event occurring at the former clubhouse.

View of the clubhouse from the park.

Even small children can enjoy a pump course.
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Community Center

The current clubhouse building structure remains 

in good condition, but the interior is an open shell 

and in need of renovation. it is envisioned that the 

building could be leased out and become a revenue 

source for the City to help develop and maintain 

Sierra Vista Park.  ideas for the center include an 

event center, a small concession area for recreational 

rentals such as archery gear and bicycles, restrooms, 

interpretive exhibits regarding sustainable practices, 

and indoor classrooms.  The asphalt around the 

clubhouse can be removed and Grasscrete© installed 

to soften the area, as well as provide an area for 

food trucks, events, art exhibits, or small interpretive 

gardens.  

Adjacent to the clubhouse is a semi-enclosed building 

that has potential for another event or gathering area.  

The two walls could be remodeled to include floor-to-

ceiling windows or barn doors to take advantage of 

the views and make a more inviting space.

Maintenance Building

The maintenance building near the entrance to 

the Park could be transformed into an indoor 

archery range and other indoor recreation and 

education opportunities, to create a year round 

venue for archery and nature education in Reno. A 

private partner would be necessary for this revenue 

generating idea.

Remaining Parcel

The 48 acre parcel is located in the central portion of 

the 206 acre property. The clubhouse building is sited 

within this parcel and also includes the semi-enclosed 

building. Although the parcel does not have deed 

restrictions regarding its use, there are topographic 

constraints. The city’s real estate advisor, NAi Alliance, 

was a member of the stakeholder team and advised 

of the “highest and best” use for this property. Their 

comments and expertise have been incorporated into 

the final recommendations of the plan. 



SIERRA VISTA PARK CONCEPT PLAN

15

Learning Areas

Art and interpretation of the natural world are 

sited throughout the Park and offer opportunities 

for learning, reflection and enjoyment.  Thematic 

translations include the Native American history 

and culture, Basque sheepherding, Truckee River 

watershed, mining and the towns of Peavine 

Mountain, railroads, the flora, geology and fauna of 

the area.  Distinct to this site is the transition from 

golf course to open space, which provides a different 

interpretive opportunity.

Art in the Park

A large, iconic sculpture welcomes visitors and creates 

a unique brand for the Park.  Other pieces are installed 

in the Art and Nature Loop and can incorporate 

solar lighting, wind related movement and sound.  

Benches, signs, picnic shelters and other amenities 

can incorporate art and provide imagery for the park.

Interpretive Signage

Signs highlighting the natural and cultural features 

of Sierra Vista Park are situated along trails, found 

at overlooks, and at entry access areas.  The signs 

themselves provide a venue for artistic expression, 

and the information on them can entice the visitor 

to learn more about the topic and the natural and 

historic features of the area.  

Sign shelters to protect visitors from exposure while enjoying park 

amenities and trail markers that  provide interpretive information 

and visual interest.
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Restored Landscapes

Restoration of the native landscape is integral to Park 

improvements. invasive species need to be removed, 

soils and existing native plants need to be identified, 

areas for restoration prioritized, and a maintenance 

plan put in place.  A lack of water rights could 

constrain these efforts, however creative capturing of 

stormwater and impervious surface runoff would help 

alleviate the lack of water.    

Invasive Species

Weed species and locations need to be identified 

before treatment sites (travel corridors, areas adjacent 

to facilities, drainageways and wetlands, meadows) 

can be prioritized.  As part of the plan development, 

this process has already started and once these 

are identified, eradication treatment and timing of 

applications should be outlined and coordinated with 

revegetation and reseeding efforts. Sheep and goats 

may seasonally be used to help control the invasive 

species. 

Restoration Areas

identify cart paths, fairways, tees, irrigation pond and 

holes to decommission and restore as well as other 

areas to restore and enhance such as drainage ways, 

wildlife corridors, and meadow areas.  Determine 

appropriate mix of native/non-native seed and 

application rates and identify a native shrub palette.  

Restoration demonstration areas can be an area of 

learning and interpretation, or a native arboretum can 

be integrated into a nature trail loop.  

See the restoration plan on page 20 for further 

information on these topics.

Restored areas can be protected from visitors by creating specific 

overlook areas and intentional fencing.

Examples of upland scrub vegetation still exist in the park.
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Implementation

Implementation/Action Years Implementing 
Organization

Updates/
Notes0-2 3-5 6-10

Site Plan Development (Non PRCS groups)

a. Environmental Assessment: Complete an archaeological 
clearance review of the property. Review is needed to qualify 
for Recreation Trails Program grant funding.

X Great Basin 
institute; SHPO

in progress

b. Trail Plan: Complete a detailed trail plan for Phase i RTP 
funded backbone trail. Evaluate existing cart paths and dirt 
roads for re-purpose or decommissioning. Determine locations 
for future pedestrian and single track trails.  Prioritize trail 
phasing. Plan should include an implementation component 
with priorities for new construction and closures based on 
safety issues. 

X X Poedunks, Washoe 
County, Truckee 
Meadows Trails 
Association (TMTA)

Phase i funded 
through Recreation 
Trails Program, 
construct in 
spring 2015; Grant 
submitted to 
PeopleforBikes.org 
for single track trails.

c. Site Access Plan: Work with surrounding neighborhoods 
to create new access points for pedestrians and vehicles, and 
future trail access to Peavine Mtn.

X Somersett HOA, 
Poedunks, TMTA

Habitat Conservation and Open Space Restoration
d. Inventory and Species List: Develop and maintain a wildlife 
and vegetation species list, including birds. identify priority 
species and monitoring needs.

X Lahontan Audubon 
Society, NV Natural 
Heritage Program, 
Native Plant Society, 
NDOW, GB Bird 
Observatory

Could involve 
students

e. Weed Management: Create a document that summarizes 
treatment plans for weeds. identify all invasive and noxious 
weed control needs.

X Washoe County, 
Truckee Meadows 
Weed Coordinating 
Group, Nevada 
Land Conservancy, 
Keep Truckee 
Meadows Beautiful

Weed inventory 
in progress. Could 
include volunteer 
weed pulls for 
noxious weed 
infestations. Plan 
needs to identify 
future funding 
for management 
and treatment as 
needed.

f. Drainageway and Detention Basin Protection and 
Restoration: identify areas of upper drainages to protect for 
habitat and wildlife; develop seed mix and apply as needed 
in drainages and detention basin; remove noxious or invasive 
weeds. 

X X Washoe County, 
Truckee Meadows 
Weed Coordinating 
Group

Apply for weed 
grants as available.

Infrastructure Improvement and Construction
g. Site Improvement Plan:  Prepare a comprehensive list 
for future infrastructure projects and capital improvements 
consistent with conceptual plan.  include prioritization of 
projects, estimated funding needed, potential funding sources, 
specific timing and/or safety concerns associated with certain 
projects.   This will serve as a tool for future sponsorships and 
grant writing.

X X All partners Timing will depend 
on availability of 
construction and 
operations funding.  
Components may 
be accelerated 
if funding for 
construction and 
maintenance 
becomes available.



SIERRA VISTA PARK CONCEPT PLAN

18

Implementation/Action Years Implementing 
Organization

Updates/
Notes0-2 3-5 6-10

h. Building Reuse Plan:  Develop plan for re-use and re-
purposing of clubhouse and maintenance building.  Develop 
cooperative use and maintenance agreement with Nevada 
Department of Wildlife for archery center.  Develop RFP for 
conversion and operation of former clubhouse into rentable 
space, community center and concession.

X X Property 
Management, BTS, 
NDOW

Coordinate with PW 
for relocation of salt/
sand storage areas

i. Art in the Park: Work with Commission for design of Art & 
Nature Loop, selection of artists, and commission for work.

X X Arts & Culture 
Commission, 
NDOW, Audubon 
Society

Possible funding 
through Arts Grants 
and future RTP.

Funding and Partnerships
j. Partnerships: Review current stakeholders and identify 
cooperative partnerships that could develop into further 
funding strategy elements. Develop a tracking spreadsheet of 
existing and potential partners

X All partners

k. Funding: Prepare a long term funding strategy.  increase 
collaboration on funding.

X All partners Weed grants, 
Recreation Trails 
Grants, Land & Water 
Conservation Grants, 
NDOW grants, 
private grants

l. Funding: Develop a collaborative budget strategy (annual 
and long-term) for operating and maintenance costs including 
Capital improvement Plan (trails, access barriers, signage, 
trailhead and capital improvement construction, site restoration 
etc.)

X X X Ongoing

Outreach and Education
m. Public Education: initiate public education program on 
concept plan, trail construction and restoration activities.

X X X OCCE, Homeowner 
Associations, other 
partners

Prepare media 
campaign and press 
release, update web 
site. Ongoing as site 
development occurs.

n. Outreach Materials: Develop outreach materials; provide 
speakers at community group meetings etc. to solicit volunteers 
and partners for implementation of conceptual plan.

OCCE, all partners

Interpretation and Wayfinding
o. Existing Interpretive Information: Gather existing 
information regarding existing habitat and species, which may 
be used to begin interpretive planning.

X

p. Interpretive Plan: Develop an interpretive plan that narrows 
the number of themes and identifies methods of delivering 
stories and messages (i.e. signs, audio downloads, website, 
community displays). Plan should include potential locations 
for signs and other interpretive methods (vistas & photo 
locations, trailheads, abandoned mines, natural features, plant 
viewing etc.)  (Potential themes/elements include conservation/
stewardship messaging, trail maps, wildlife, history, mining, 
cultural, bats, geology, plants etc.)

X X Nevada Land Trust, 
Audubon Society, 
NDOW, TMTA, 
Poedunks, Washoe 
County Parks
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Implementation/Action Years Implementing 
Organization

Updates/
Notes0-2 3-5 6-10

q. Photo Vistas:  Highlight viewpoints and trail destinations for 
photo opportunities. 

X X Truckee Meadows 
Parks Foundation

Encourage 
development of 
these vistas to 
provide for great 
natural views as 
well as interpretive 
elements that users 
could pose for 
pictures with along 
the trail system.

Partnership Development
r. Friends of Sierra Vista Park: Develop a sustainable 
stakeholders group for long-term support and plan 
implementation.

X Existing stakeholder 
groups

s. Community Partnerships: identify and initiate partnerships 
with community groups such as the Great Basin Outdoor 
School, Great Basin institute, Boys & Girls Club, Boy Scouts, Girl 
Scouts, Lion’s Club, Audubon Society,  and nearby schools.

X X

t. Business Partnerships: Expand or initiate partnerships with 
local businesses such as Urban Outfitters, REi, Patagonia, utility 
companies (easements).

X Funding, 
sponsorships, adopt-
a-park/trail program, 
clean ups, site 
amenities etc.

u. Trail Partnerships: Explore partnerships for trail construction. X X Truckee Meadows 
Trails Association

Possible Adopt-A-
Trail Program

Site Stewardship, Programs, and Special Events
v. Site Clean Up: Work with stakeholders and community 
partners to clean up existing dumpsites. Have regular clean 
ups as part of the Great Truckee Meadows Community Clean 
Up, schedule work crews regularly and empower neighbors to 
adopt this park.

X X X WCSO, Keep 
Truckee Meadows 
Beautiful, NDOW, 
HOAs

w. Adopt-A-Park/Trail/Restoration Area: Encourage citizens 
and community partners to adopt SVP.  Adopters would assist 
with clean ups and other park projects, possibly seeding and 
restoration activities

X X X

x. Day Hikes/Rides: Provide day hikes in collaboration with 
partners.

X X Truckee Meadows 
Parks Foundation, 
GBi, TMTA, 
Poedunks

y. Fitness/Trail Runs, Mountain Bike Races: Once a trails system 
is established, solicit recreation and fitness events.

X X Special Events, 
TMTA, Poedunks

Action Plan and Evaluation
z. Action Plan Evaluation: review and update the action plan. X X Stakeholder group
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Natural Resources and Restoration Plan

Site restoration is necessary for those areas of the site which were previously disturbed by construction of 

the golf course and which are not expected to be repurposed under the plan.  Of the 207 acre property, 

approximately 97 acres was previously disturbed and used for the actual golf course – the greens, tees, sand 

traps and fairways.  However, only about 25% of these areas will likely be repurposed for new recreational 

features in the plan, leaving over 72 acres to restore.  in addition, there are about 4.5 miles of cart paths and 

dirt roads that will be decommissioned since they are not expected to be used in the new design.  The former 

irrigation pond is envisioned as a detention basin and will be revegetated with native seed.  These will be the 

primary areas of emphasis for site restoration.

The two primary drainageways on the upper half of the site will be protected, have noxious and invasive 

weeds removed, and reestablish native wetland vegetation where necessary.

Restoration Plan Steps:

I. Map Project Site

 1. identify cart paths to decommission

 2. Map drainageways to protect

 3. Map weed species and locations

 4. identify and map any wildlife corridors

 5. identify meadow areas

 6. Map detention basin

 7. Natural vegetation locations and species

 8. identify and map fairways, tees and holes for natural restoration

II. Prioritize Areas

 1. Meet with Reno Fire Department to identify emergency access areas

 2. Determine trails (cart paths & dirt roads) to renovate or close and restore

 3. Determine which drainageways and natural meadows to maintain and/or restore

 4. Determine which fairways, tees and holes to restore

III. Restoration (revegetation and reseeding)

 1. Restoration sites:

  a. Drainages

  b. Fairways, tees and holes
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  c. Cart paths

  d. Detention basin

  e. Meadows

 2. Determine appropriate mix of native/non-native seed and application rates

 3. Determine native shrub palette

 4. identify areas for shrub gardens or formal plantings

 5. Work with surrounding private property owners to fund and implement defensible space program

 6. identify sources of water

 7. install native sage grass arboretum

 8. Develop restoration demonstration areas

IV. Weed Control

 1. Prioritize treatment sites

  a. Travel corridors

  b. Areas adjacent to facilities

  c. Drainageways & wetlands

  d. Meadows

 2. identify treatment types and timing of application

 3. Coordinate with revegetation and reseeding

 4. Utilize sheep and goats where possible

V. Other

 1. Develop list of partners for restoration

 2. Utilize phased treatment and restoration approach

 3. Coordinate with interpretive plan

 4. implement Adopt a Park and Adopt a Trailplan

 5. Develop potential funding sources

 6. identify water sources

 7. Examine alternative strategies including permeable paving, solar, wind

 8. Develop educational opportunities
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Design Milestones and Public Outreach

Date Event
July 31, 2012 Submitted application to National Park Service for Technical Assistance Grant through the 

Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program for assistance with development of a park 
conceptual plan

January 25, 2013 Awarded Technical Assistance Grant from National Park Services

April 22-23, 2013 initial staff meeting with NPS representative

July 17, 2013 Received commitment from Northern Nevada Chapter of American Society of Landscape 
Architects to provide volunteer professional assistance with Public Design Workshop, to be 
scheduled in April 2014 during ASLA Month

February 6, 2014 Technical Advisory Group Meeting at City Hall

March 6, 2014 Submitted application to Nevada State Parks for Recreation Trails Program Grant for Phase i trail 
construction in the amount of $142,500; subsequently awarded $132, 500

March 20, 2014 Technical Advisory Group meeting at Fire Station 11

April 9-18, 2014 Online public input survey

April 17 & 22, 2014 Staff holds Open House on site for public review of maps and project planning

April 25-26, 2014 Design Workshop at EMNECC with Technical Advisory Group, Project Stakeholders and general 
public (see attendance sheet)

May 21, 2014 Technical Advisory Group Meeting; review results of Public Workshop, condense plans

June 3, 2014 Recreation and Parks Commission unanimously approves a preferred conceptual plan during 
public meeting at McKinley Arts & Culture Center

June 24, 2014 Reno Access Advisory Committee unanimously approves preferred conceptual plan during 
public meeting at EMNECC

August 6, 2014 Granite Ridge Homeowners Association unanimously approves preferred conceptual plan at 
regularly scheduled board meeting at Fire Station 11

August 27, 2014 Somersett Owners Association reviewed and commented on preferred conceptual plan at 
regularly scheduled board meeting at Somersett Town Center

TBD Preferred plan scheduled for City Council approval
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Appendix A: Workshop Summary
As part of a technical assistance grant awarded to the City of Reno, the National Park Service’s Rivers, Trails and 

Conservation Assistance Program helped to develop and facilitate a design workshop to create a Master Plan 

for Sierra Vista Park. The goal of this workshop was to provide direction for the restoration and redevelopment 

of the site consistent with open space and recreational uses as well as develop compatible revenue generation 

to support some of the site’s operation and maintenance.  As part of the conceptual planning process, the 

Nevada chapter of American Society of Landscape Architects partnered with the City of Reno, Washoe County 

and other stakeholders to develop design parameters for park development, create a site analysis, and 

conduct a public survey to determine user needs and desires. 

On April 25 & 26, 2014, nearly 40 people came together at this design workshop in Reno to develop ideas to 

transform the 207 acre area into a regional park and open space jewel. Three teams of attendees, led by the 

eight volunteer Landscape Architects, developed three independent design alternatives using the results 

of the community survey and other input received during the workshop. All three designs started with the 

assumption that the former golf cart paths would from a perimeter loop trail system. Three conceptual plans 

were formed: 

• Art & Nature emphasizing artistic and natural concepts 

• Neighborhood Park which includes many of the traditional park features in addition to other artistic, 

natural or outdoor recreational elements 

• Active Recreation emphasizing outdoor recreation appropriate for the terrain. 

An ASLA Nevada Chapter volunteer presents a conceptual plan at the Design Workshop
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Workshop Attendees

in total, there were 32 attendees to the Sierra Vista Design Workshop that was held on Friday April 25 

from 1-8:45 pm and Saturday April 26, 2014 from 8 am-5:30 pm. There were 25 attendees on Friday and 18 

attendees returned for Saturday’s session.

Technical Group

Jeff Mann (Fri & Sat)

Julee Conway (Fri & Sat)

Lynell Garfield, Hydrologist

Lori Miles, Property Manager (Fri & Sat)

Christine Fey (Fri & Sat)

Jennifer Budge, Washoe County Parks (Fri & Sat)

Tracy Visher, Nevada Land Trust

Sally Sheridan (Fri & Sat)

Deb Reardon (Fri & Sat)

BriAnna Weldon (Fri & Sat)

Jeff Donahue, Fire Marshall (Fri)

ASLA Volunteers

Ron Blakemore (Fri & Sat)

Dan Kovach (Fri & Sat)

John L’Etoile (Fri)

Alison Cotey (Fri & Sat)

Dale Doerr (Fri & Sat)

Barb Santner (Fri & Sat)

Jana Vanderhaar (Fri & Sat)

Community Partners

Layne Van Noy, Reno Rec & Parks Comm (Fri)

Tom Stille, Reno Rec & Park Comm (Fri & Sat)

Bill von Phul, Truckee Meadow Trails Association

Curtis Johnson

Dale Beesmer

Kevin Joell, TAMBA (Fri & Sat)

Nic Nelson, Great Basin institute (Fri)

Community Partners (Cont)

Jamie Souza, KTMB

Jim Schaffer, Castle Rock HOA (Fri)

Lauren Stemmler, Somersett OA

Skot Meyer, Reno Disc Golf Association (Fri)

Carol Coleman, Lahontan Audubon Society (Fri & Sat)

David Catalano, NV Dept of Wildlife (Fri & Sat)

Chris Shanks, NAi Alliance (Fri)

Public

April 25, 1-3 pm

Rob Morrison

Donna Clontz, Former NAB Chair

Alice McQuone, Citizen

Lyndsay Langsdale, Food Bank of Northern Nevada

Linda James, Friends of Sierra Vista

Scott Shanks, NAi Alliance

Shane & Katherine Templeton, SAD Residents

Mac Rossi, Resident

Mel Cone, SAD Resident

Paul Reed, Castlerock HOA

Sarah Tone, Washoe County Community Liaison

Barbara Pratt, Citizen

April 26, 3-4:30 pm

Barbara Pratt, Citizen

Lystra Pirrs, Sparks Resident

Mel Cone, SAD Resident

Katherine Templeton, SAD Resident

Tom Miller, Resident
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Design Parameters (presented at workshop)

The entire Sierra Vista Park Parcel must adhere to the 

following design parameters:

• No designated water rights

 o irrigation water was previously supplied 

by a canal which no longer exists and 

cannot be restored

 o Possibility of acquiring some from TMWA 

(expensive)

 o Also effects habitat restoration

• invasive species control

• infiltration of stormwater into the ground 

should be avoided, and irrigated areas 

should be kept to a minimum, to prevent 

leaching out any more salts into the Truckee 

River drainages

• Primary Vehicle Access to all parcels remains 

off of Beaumont Parkway 

• Remove deteriorated paved golf cart paths 

and restore area

• Non-motorized, loop trail system

• Connect to HOA trails and Peavine Mountain

• Opportunities for wildlife habitat

• Potential impacts on park maintenance 

workload

• Existing Utility lines (high voltage, gas, cable, 

TV, etc)

• Special use permits

• Small strips to be abandoned

Special Assessment District (SAD): 100 acres

• 30-yr bond, deed restricted to open space 

and parks

• Basic infrastructure such as benches, tables, 

and signage

• Pond will remain a detention basin, not 

active pond/fishing

• Existing informal access by surrounding 

landowners may possibly remain, but not 

encouraged or connected to trail system

County Park Bond: 33 acres

• Restricted to open space and natural 

surface trails 

• Basic infrastructure such as benches, tables, 

small picnic areas, and signage

• Compatible recreation areas are appropriate 

(eg disc golf, mountain bike courses)

Park Parcel: 25 acres

• Use restricted as neighborhood park

• May be used for revenue producing 

outdoor facilities, but there may be zoning 

restrictions/limitations

City of Reno: 48 acres

• Not restricted, includes the clubhouse

• Potential for revenue generation. Can also 

sell parcel for residential development for 

taxes and income

• Existing clubhouse may/may not remain

 o May be sold or leased for commercial 

purposes pending City Council direction

• Existing pavilion for alternate uses 
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Arts & Nature

A park built to inspire! Visitors to Sierra Vista will 

experience art that complements nature as they enjoy 

a new Community Learning Center and travel along 

restorative walking loops that follow naturalized 

landscapes, bird watching areas, art and sculpture 

gardens, and connect to park features and to the 

surrounding neighborhoods.  

Non-motorized Trails:

• Park Perimeter Trail: Golf cart paths are 

recycled and crushed into a three mile, soft 

surface trail 

• interpretive Loops

 o Bird/wildlife trail users will be able to 

view habitat along the trail and from bird 

blinds and  sculptural bird perches

 o Basque history and restoration loop 

features a demonstration restoration 

area that uses sheep and goats to control 

invasive weeds and reflects the heritage 

of the site 

 o Art loop circumnavigates the open 

meadow (previous driving range) and 

monumental art pieces 

• Connections to Community Learning 

Center, maintenance shed, playgrounds and 

surrounding neighborhoods

Art in all Amenities

• Colossal size focal entry feature off Beaumont 

Parkway

• Benches, picnic tables, bridges and other 

amenities all crafted by artists 

Maintenance Shed 

• Overhauled into a plant propagation facility 

for park restoration, education and sales  

Restoration Areas:

• Driving range metamorphoses into an open 

meadow that is home to large art pieces, and 

fairways are now areas for natural habitat and 

learning

• Drainage ways protected and restored to 

attract birds and wildlife

• Dam taken out and converted to a natural 

drainage and detention area

• Stormwater drainage feeds into natural 

drainages

• Detention basin uses drainage for plant 

demonstration garden

• Asphalt on west side of building is removed 

and replaced with permeable materials and 

forms an outdoor patio and gathering area

Community Learning Center

• Clubhouse is transformed to a LEED building 

that is a combination learning center and 

rentable event center

• Exhibit Hall for art and interpretive exhibits 

• Sustainable practices such as capturing 

rainwater for surrounding garden and solar 

panels

• Learning rooms provide classroom space

• Bird and butterfly garden 

Appendix B: Concept Plans
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Neighborhood Park

Come to learn and experience a variety of outdoor 

sports at the newly vamped neighborhood Sierra 

Vista Park. Bike and disc golf courses offer novices to 

experienced users a variety of terrain and adventure.  

Learning and day camps find their home in the 

Community Center, and those seeking refuge can 

enjoy nature, art and interpretive walks. An additional 

focus area provides areas for dog parks, playgrounds, 

sports courts, and parking.  This park will showcase 

how active use brings people together!

 

Non-motorized Trails:

• Park Perimeter Trail: Golf cart paths are 

recycled/crushed into wider, softer trail  

that is a dedicated bike trail

• Parallel trails are narrower, exploratory, 

opportunities for enjoying nature 

• ADA paved trails near high use areas such as 

the community center and playgrounds

• Offsite trails to neighborhood greenway 

connections (west connection Peavine)

• New, shared use roadway connection to 

upper parking lot

Recreation Areas:

• Series of playground areas and amenities that 

are age and sport specific

• Sand volleyball and multi purpose courts

• Pond filled for fishing area

• Two Disc Golf courses

• Mountain bike and BMX pump tracks

• Open meadow for kite flying 

• Dog parks 

Community Center

• Clubhouse revamped as a community center 

for events, classes, a small concessions  for 

recreational rentals

• Food trucks actively invited and managed on 

parking areas

• 50-100 person outdoor amphitheater for 

events and learning classroom

• Existing shelter remodeled with glass walls 

and as outdoor learning area

• Club house solar/wind powered, restroom

Arboretum

• Native plants and grasses, interpretive signs, 

picnic shelters, buffer to higher use activities

Art in the Park

• Sculptural entry feature

• Thematic translations: Native American, 

Basque, golf 

• Large scale art that incorporates solar lighting, 

movement and wind related

Interpretive Signage

• Geology, Truckee River watershed, Native 

American history and culture, mining,  flora, 

and fauna 

Parking

• Link to parking at existing Somersett lot

• New 70 spot parking lot that doubles as event 

space
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Active Recreation Park 
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Active Recreation

Although there is lots of activity going on in Sierra 

Vista Park, development is sensitive to site context 

and oriented to retain nature at its best.  There are 

a plethora of thrills here with a range of single track 

trails, yet solitude abounds in the restored, natural 

landscapes.  Key features include an archery range, 

indoor archery facility, and mountain bike practice 

course.

Non-motorized Trails

• A figure eight perimeter multi-use trail 

system, natural surface

• Parallel single track trail, 18-30” wide, natural 

surface that blends into land contours

• Single track mountain bike trails with jumps 

for advanced and intermediate users

• Running trails

• Paved trails to high use facilities

• Connections to surrounding communities: 

access off Dakota Trail, Somersett parking and 

access, south trail

• Peavine Mountain connection (one street 

crossing, connect to City of Reno property, 

continue to Foxtail Drive, USFS access road to 

Peavine)  

Amenities

• Overlooks at key view opportunities

• Benches at restful locations

• Restrooms 

Community Clubhouse

• Building repurposed for events, workshops, 

classes, and commercial leases

• Connection to new overlook

• Small (50-100 people) amphitheater that is 

educational in nature with excellent views of 

downtown and sheltered from wind.  

• Retain parking lot, capture runoff into 

restoration efforts

Maintenance Building

• Refurbished to archery facility

Recreation

• Archery range on previous driving range; 

grade change is natural back stop

• Mini bike park skills area, natural surface

• Skate Park

• Dog Park

• Playground and picnic areas

• Pond as a fishing area or catch basin for a 

riparian area

• Disc golf in south end of park doubles as 

experimental restoration area

• Future recreational needs and parking best 

sited on northern part City of Reno parcel  

Parking

• Link to parking at existing Somersett lot

• Neighborhood parking off Gleneagles Dr.

• Future parking lot that doubles as event space 

on northern part of parcel
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